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Seniors navigate a year of Covid
As seniors prepare to leave CHS,  
they reflect on the year that was (or wasn’t) by examin-
ing how Covid affected their high school experience

I think the pandemic unfortunately took 
a lot away from our class, and I hope the 
classes in the near future are going to 
have much more normal years.- Dylan 
Ameis  
(Dylan plans to attend St. Bonaventure 
University) 

My senior year didn’t exist and at least 
we got the fun first half of junior year, 
but no happy moments school related 
senior year because you’re not allowed 
to have them.- Sarah Beckage  
(Sarah plans to attend Syracuse Univer-
sity)

It made school hard to go to and hard 
to do work. Not having events or being 
in person ruined most of senior year. - 
Anthony Berrafato  
(Anthony plans to attend Syracuse 
University)

I began to find creative outlets for my 
energy elsewhere such as working, go-
ing to the gym, side hustles, and making 
music. However, for senior year I defi-
nitely felt robbed of all the fun events to 
be had and especially being able to do 
events myself with the Clarence Cavalry 
(a school spirit my friend and I created). 
- Elijah Biddlecom  
(Elijah plans to attend Cornell Univer-
sity)

The pandemic posed many obstacles 
when it came to my motivation for 
learning, work ethic, social skills, and 
overall focus. I missed the eagerness I 
would have to go to school and see the 
people I love since everything seemed 
so distanced. The worst part was that I 
couldn’t even see the second half of my 
graduating class daily and participate in 

school activities with them for one last 
year, before becoming adults and going 
our separate ways. - Audrey Blarr  
(Audrey plans to attend Allegheny 
College)

The pandemic allowed me to be incredi-
bly creative and furthered my self-drive. 
I like to focus on all the personal pos-
itives that came as a result of the pan-
demic. It was simply a learning lesson 
that will allow me to easily overcome 
similar challenges in the future. - Eliza-
beth Bojdak  
(Liz plans to attend Villanova Universi-
ty)

Obviously not being in school learning 
for so long makes it really hard for most 
kids, it certainly did for me, but I think 
we all managed to adapt and overcome 
the unfortunate circumstances, and hav-
ing it be my senior year, it is unfortunate 
we don’t get to experience as much as 
years past, but at least we aren’t spend-
ing it at home away from each other. - 
Joseph Clinard  
(Joe plans to attend St. Bonaventure 
University)

The most significant impact the pan-
demic has had on my life and many oth-
ers is the cancellation or delay of high 
school sports. We were lucky enough 
to get a full basketball season last year, 
but this year we had a shortened season 
that started in February and went until 
the end of March. We also had to adjust 
to online learning and a hybrid school 
model, which was difficult for me. - 
Josie Fleming  
(Josie plans to attend Buffalo State 
College)

The pandemic taught me the positives 
and negatives to both my Junior and 
Senior years of high school. Despite the 
unattached feel to being a Senior, I was 
able to develop patience, understanding, 
and learn to adapt to what I’m confront-
ed with in life. - Galyah Ghajar  
(Galyah plans to attend University at 
Buffalo)

School felt like a chore and was boring 
as the administration took all social 
parts of school out and made school just 
learning which was very boring and I 
had little to no motivation - Colin Hand 
(Colin plans to attend Binghamton 
University)

The pandemic definitely put a damper 
on my senior year. Senior was supposed 
to be energetic and carefree, but instead 
it was mellow and exhausting. - Paige 
Hellert  
(Paige plans to attend Bentley Univer-
sity)

Pandemic did not really affect my mo-
tivation, I was still able to get my work 
done with good grades. It really just 
affected how fun this year was sup-
posed to be. Did not get to go to football 
games, have fans at soccer, have a home-
coming, see half of my school friends, 
etc. - Nathan Kaplan  
(Nathan plans to attend Drexel Univer-
sity)

The pandemic changed a lot of the best 
aspects of school but CHS made the best 
of the school year while abiding by the 
COVID restrictions. - Adam Knorz  
(Adam plans to attend Case Western 
Reserve University) 

Sucked, took all of the fun out of my 
last two years and over all completely 
ruined senior year. RIP High school - 
Anthony Ludwig (Anthony plans to 
attend SUNY Geneseo)

see seniors p. 2
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The pandemic just took away my last 
two years of school and it was hard for 
me because I wasn’t able to do all the 
fun events that we were supposed to do 
and I wish I could get it back. - Hunter 
Makosky (Hunter plans to attend Thiel 
College)

It’s been a blessing and a curse. I was 
able to work a lot more and make mon-
ey to pay for college. I also had more 
time to do things that I wanted to do 
outside of school, like road-trips, hang-
ing with friends outside of Clarence. 
The pandemic also made it very easy to 
get good grades so that was nice. Only 
thing I hated besides the masks and 
checking temperature every day was the 
fact that the majority of my friends were 
in cohort A and I didn’t get to spend 
my senior year with my best friends. - 
Adrienne Muchow (Adrienne plans to 
attend SUNY Purchase College)

The pandemic helped me to become 
motivated with making my own work-
out schedule and being more produc-
tive. But I do feel that I don’t have to try 
as hard in school because everything 
is relaxed. - Ryan Prise (Ryan plans to 
attend Penn State University)

My grades were much better but it was 
a lot harder to focus and actually learn 
things. - Jake Rook (Jake plans to attend 
Kent State University)

It obviously was not the ideal end to 
the year, and I miss seeing the other 
cohort’s faces but there’s nothing else 
we can do about it and we can only go 
up from here. - Evan Toole (Evan plans 
to attend Binghamton University)

Seniors share positive takeaways 
from online learning
I learned to manage my time and workload much better, which I think will help me 
for college. - Dylan Ameis (St. Bonaventure )

More time at home to sleep in - Anthony Berrafato (Syracuse University )

Was able to learn how to really focus on classes, especially the ones more built 
around lectures. - Elijah Biddlecom (Cornell University)

Pranking the administration by blowing up the Class of 2021 Schoology page with 
hundreds of funny comments. I missed how funny and entertaining our class was 
daily when school was normal, and it made me feel grateful to have such an amaz-
ing class. - Audrey Blarr (Allegheny College)

Even though we were stuck in quarantine during December right before Christmas, 
Mr. Shaw made sure to read The Grinch to his orchestra students over zoom since 
we couldn’t continue the tradition of being present in school to listen to him read it 
in his Scottish accent! - Elizabeth Bojdak (Villanova University) 

When I was on Zoom for my birthday, Sr O’Donnell kept interrupting me playing “In 
Da Club” by 50 Cent whenever I had to talk. That was easily the funniest moment 
for me in online school. - Joseph Clinard (St. Bonaventure)

Getting to sleep during study halls - Adam Croff (University of Kentucky)

Senor O’Donnell makes online school really interesting and engaging by dressing up 
on holidays and having days like “bring your pet to school day.” All of his students 
really appreciate his effort to make online school more exciting. - Josie Fleming 
(Buffalo State College)

A positive to online learning has been my Ap Literature and Composition class 
with Ms. Sorrels. Creating friendships through a google meet call and developing 
connections through in depth learning have enhanced my idea of class and social 
commitments. Delving into novels and sharing ideas, as well as laughs, heightened 
my senior years experience. - Galyah Ghajar (University at Buffalo)

During the original quarantine in 2020, Senor O’Donnell used to make a tiktok 
every tuesday and post it on his schoology page for us. - Emily Giansante (Slippery 
Rock University) 

Definitely gave me a lot less stress. I enjoyed the hybrid, was able to make good food 
on the days I was home. - Nathan Kaplan (Drexel University)

My teachers like bringing pets in -cats, chihuahuas, etc. - Hannah Miller (year 
abroad in Germany, then a SUNY school) 

Being able to breakfast while in class. - Ryan Prise (Penn State University)  

I believe that online school has allowed for less stress and the ability to stay on top 
of school work. I think the best thing to come out of online school is the Wednesday 
half day. I think that this is something that should remain in the future because it 
benefits students’ mental health and gives them the opportunity to stay on top of 
homework and study. - Morgan Sproull  (Roberts Wesleyan College )

see Positive, p. 3
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by Elena Vallis

Seasonal Allergies

     At the start of the pandemic, many 
restaurants were forced to shift gears 
and begin offering takeout exclusively. 
Now, a little over a year later, the situa-
tion we are in looks more normal, with 
many restaurants serving meals indoors 
with precautions. 
     New York Beer Project in Lockport is 
now open for indoor dining, but safety 
measures like social distancing and 
mask wearing unless seated are still in 
place. The restaurant also limits seating 
per table to a maximum of 10, as de-
scribed on its website. Neat restaurant 
on Transit Road also has indoor dining 
and a mask requirement. 
     Some restaurants take even more 
precautions, like Olive Garden and Siena 
restaurant in Snyder, which have indoor 
seating but mandate that all employees 
and customers wear masks, require 
temperature checks for employees, and 
ensure that surfaces are wiped down 
before new customers arrive at a table. 
Some restaurants, like China King in the 
Tops Plaza, don’t offer indoor dining at 
all, but there are very few restaurants that 
maintain this restriction. 
     Even though many are now open for 
indoor dining, most still offer a takeout 
option for those that prefer or require it. 
Many people have returned to dining at 
restaurants, and with summer quickly 
approaching, it is likely that even more will 
return as the weather gets warmer. 

orchard, and Johnson grass) and weeds 
(such as Russian thistle and English 
plantain)” carry pollen types that cause 
hay fever (Peter J. Delves, PhD).
     Unfortunately, those who suffer from 
seasonal allergies have only their own 
overactive immune systems to blame: 
The CDC states that “Hay fever… occurs 
when allergens like pollen enter your 
body and your immune system mistak-
enly identifies them as a threat.” Condi-
tions like asthma, where the respiratory 
system is already compromised, can 
also exacerbate these kinds of allergies. 
     However, there is hope for those 
whose allergies degrade their quality 
of life: Dr. Peter J. Delves writes that 
“corticosteroid nasal sprays, antihista-
mines, and decongestants help relieve 
symptoms.” Pending the development 
of a preventative treatment for these 
irksome symptoms, those affected by 
seasonal allergies will continue to pay 
for that summer fun.

Mr. Maroney would always joke around 
and pick on me for eating in class, but 
he couldn’t yell at me because I was in 
my house doing my work. Every day 
he would say “ alright, turn on your 
cameras... let’s see what is Larissa eating 
today!” I always looked forward to his 
class, he is a lot of fun to be around! - 
Larissa  Whipple (University at Buffalo) 

Some of my teachers had show and tell 
over zoom. - Ben Wright (Rochester 
Institute of Technology )

Positive cont’d from p. 2

     With Dr. Geoffrey M. Hicks officially 
retiring his superintendent position on 
July 31, the new appointee for superin-
tendent, Dr. Matthew T. Frahm, is ready 
to step in. 
     Dr. Frahm taught social studies for 
eight years in the Geneseo Central 
School District, where he was also a 
class advisor and coach. He then became 
the principal of Naples Junior-Senior 
High School, and from there, became the 
superintendent of the Naples Central 
School District. He held that position for 
seven years. 
     The Clarence Central School District 
Board is confident that Dr. Frahm will 
help the district to succeed in giving the 
students the “best education possible,” 

by Sara Swenson

     For most Buffalonians, the arrival of 
summer marks a long-awaited respite 
from long, harsh winters. After the 
dreary and unpredictable spring season, 
we can finally step outside and look 
forward to sunshine, pool parties, and 
backyard barbecues. 
     However, according to the CDC (Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion), as many as 60 million Americans 
dread warmer weather for one reason: 
Seasonal allergies. Poor air quality -- 
caused by increased levels of airborne 
allergens such as pollen (the “tiny 
‘seeds’ dispersed from flowering plants, 
trees, grass, and weeds” (CDC)) -- can 
cause allergic rhinitis (hay fever) and 
allergic reactions, often accompanied 
by “...itchy skin, a runny nose, sneezing, 
and sometimes itchy or watery, blood-
shot eyes” (Peter J. Delves, PhD, Merck 
Manuals). 
     During the summer, “grasses (such 
as Bermuda, timothy, sweet vernal, 

Clarence Welcomes 
 New Superintendent

said Board president Michael Fuchs, and 
is also encouraged by his experience. 
     In addition to his experience, Dr. 
Frahm also has personal ties to Clarence. 
In a previous interview,   Dr. Frahm said, 
“Clarence feels like home. My mother’s 
side of the family is from Clarence, and 
I grew up visiting the area to spend 
time with cousins and grandparents. I 
know that Clarence is a special corner 
of the world, and I am looking forward 
to officially becoming a member of the 
community.” 
     We are too, Dr. Frahm. Best of luck to 
you as you lead our district.  
     For more information, check out the 
press release on the Clarence Central 
School District website.

What about 
Restaurants?
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Seniors share their CHS moments

...and the worst

The best...
When the students all ran out onto the 
football field after our team won - Kelly 
Baker, St. Bonaventure 

Hosting our first club event and seeing 
hundreds of kids show up. - Elijah Bid-
dlecom, Cornell 

Friday night football games and pep 
rallies - Sydney Binner, Ohio State 

Attending the annual Sleepouts - Eliza-
beth Bojdak, Villanova University 

Disney Trip for Band - Joe Clinard, St 
Bonaventure 

Snow Days - Adam Croff, University of 
Kentucky 

When our basketball team won the 
section championship!! - Josie Fleming, 
Buffalo State 

The beautiful purple and pink sky at 
Powder Puff my junior year. - Paige 
Hellert, Bentley University

Since I became a Red Devil as a Junior, I 
was unfortunately hit with a shortened 
experience with the school due to the 
pandemic. My best moment at CHS 
would be the ability to enhance friend-
ships and meet new faces. - Galyah 
Ghajar, University at Buffalo 

My best moment at CHS would proba-
bly be the times on the softball teams. 
I really enjoy playing and since most 
girls play for different travel teams, 
it’s nice to be able to play with some of 
your closest friends. - Emily Giansante, 
Slippery Rock University 

 
Qualifying for The NYSPHSAA State 
Championships in swimming. - Adam 
Knorz, Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity 

Faculty basketball games - Anthony 
Ludwig, SUNY Geneseo 

Being the starting kicker my senior year 
- Hunter Makosky, Thiel College 

Taking art classes with Mr. Gilham - 
Hannah Miller, year abroad in Germa-
ny, then a SUNY school 

My best moment was playing in my last 
spectrum band concert during sopho-
more year. - Alyssa O’Brien, University 
of Michigan 

Junior year beginning of year activities 
(homecoming football game, powder-
puff, spirit week, and going to States 
making school history for Clarence 
Varsity Cheerleading) - Emma Riedel, 
Michigan State University 

Winning at Jamestown to advance to 
the sectional finals in basketball - Jake 
Rook, Kent State 

Chatting after class with Señor O’Don-
nell! - Julia Towne, Northeastern 

Hanging out with my friends at football 
games, dances, Pep rallies... etc. - Madi-
son Tuzzo, Kent State

Doing poorly in a math class for the first 
time - Dylan Ameis, St Bonaventure 

Not winning best outdoor fort during 
the sleepout sophomore year. - Elijah 
Biddlecom, Cornell 

Having my junior year softball season 
taken away due to COVID - Audrey 
Blarr, Allegheny College 

My worst moment at CHS would have 
to be the Covid-19 hit and struggle to 
adapt to my last year of high school. - 
Galyah Ghajar, University at Buffalo 

Falling up the stairs the first time I 
entered the high school for orientation. - 
Paige Hellert, Bentley University 

Probably after AP’s like now where we 
are just assigned dumb busy work when 
they should just let us go and work 
more and do productive things. - Na-
than Kaplan, Drexel University 

2020 AP week. - Adam Knorz, Case 
Western Reserve University 

Tests lol.... or when us seniors couldn’t 
sit in the senior lounge or lost the 
majority of our privileges due to covid - 
Grace Lipinski, Duquesne University

Losing to Lancaster in the playoffs - 
Hunter Makosky, Thiel College

Kicking plastic divider shield and 
it making a loud bang. -  Adrienne 
Muchow, SUNY Purchase College

when the administration banned silly 
string from the football games - Evan 
Toole, Binghamton University

Probably dislocating my shoulder every 
swim season. - Julia Towne, Northeast-
ern University 
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CHS Literary  
Magazine Chrysalis has historic year

by Emily Kreher

     For the first time ever, Clarence 
High School’s longtime literary mag-
azine, Chrysalis, has gone completely 
paperless.
     In past years, students would sub-
mit paper copies of their writing and 
art work and it would be assembled 
by the club members into a printed 
magazine that could be purchased 
at a discount to anyone who was a 
contributor. 
     This year, however, all work was 
submitted digitally, and the magazine 
will be published online for free. How-
ever, this is not the only change seen 
by Chrysalis this year. 
     This edition of the magazine also 
establishes a new tradition in the cre-
ation of the teacher contests. Teachers 
could submit art or writing, and the 
first prize winner in each category 
will be the recipient of a trophy. The 
club eagerly awaits seeing trophies 
proudly displayed in classrooms. 

Senior Goodbyes
A fond farewell and thank you to our 
Senior editors and  writers for the 2020-
21 school year:
Julia Towne - Assistant Editor-in-Chief
Emily Hewson - Treasurer
Adam Bova - Sports writer
Tyler Kubiak - Sports and Features 
writer

Congratulations to  
CHS Class of 2021!

“You cannot dream of becoming some-
thing you do not know about. You have 
to learn to dream big. Education exposes 
you to what the world has to offer, to the 

possibilities open to you.”
—Sonia Sotomayor

Ms. LaVigne won the Teacher Writing Contest 
with her blackout poems and Mr. Scumaci won 
the Teacher Art Contest with his photograph of a 
black-capped chickadee


